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RDA Entities:
• Work
• Expression
• Manifestation
• Item
• Agent
• Person
• Collective Agent
• Corporate Body
• Family
• Place
• Timespan

A designation that refers to an RDA entity. A designation includes a name, 
title, access point, identifier, and subject classification codes and headings.

A nomen is identified by its nomen string.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nomen – refers to the entity“nomen string” identifies the Nomen – is also the value of the appellation element
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Recording the nomen string

Recording an unstructured description
Record an unstructured description as RDA Entity: name of RDA entity.
Can be name or title – in direct order, as it appears in source of information.

Recording a structured description
Record a structured description as RDA Entity: access point for RDA entity.
Can be taken from a vocabulary encoding scheme or constructed using a string 
encoding scheme.

Recording an identifier
Record an identifier as RDA Entity: identifier for RDA entity.

https://beta.rdatoolkit.org/RDA.Web/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-8179ec37-8cc3-3d29-8ca8-d89af8832014
https://beta.rdatoolkit.org/RDA.Web/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-c91ff69d-a4d8-342b-be2a-2383a163338c
https://beta.rdatoolkit.org/RDA.Web/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-dfc80f39-86cb-3d09-98ac-85f27dc8e8d3
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96 elements into 14 groups

Easy seven groups:
Appellation of … elements
Identifier for … elements (*)
RDA Entity
Agent (*)
Collective Agent
Item
Timespan

Complex seven groups:
Work
Expression
Manifestation
Person
Corporate Body
Family
Place

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Identifier for manifestation” and “Name of agent” had issues
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The 3 x 2 grid
Person
Name of person Preferred name of person Variant name of person
Access point for person Authorized access point for 

person
Variant access point for person

Work
Title of work Preferred title of work Variant title of work
Access point for work Authorized access point for 

work
Variant access point for work

Manifestation
Title of manifestation Title proper Variant title of manifestation
Access point for manifestation Authorized access point for 

manifestation
Variant access point for 
manifestation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Manifestation – access points (generally boilerplate)



January 28, 20196 Appellation Elements

Unstructured description –
names and titles

Name (or title) of … Preferred name (or title) Variant name (or title)
Transcription guidelines The “choosing” 

instructions.

Different name or form of 
name for the same entity:

• predominant name
• conventional name
• fullness
• language
• script
• Spelling

Names or forms of name 
not chosen as preferred

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pick out “choosing” instructions (sometimes found in “Recording” section – names that consist of a phrase – PERSON > repeated generic choosing instruction; information about names that are phrases added to main “Name of person” element [scope]; different order of parts of the phrase >> now access point construction instructions).
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Structured description –
access points

Access point for … Authorized access point Variant access point
Select from VES or 
construct using string 
encoding scheme.

Include a value based on 
name or title of entity.

Changes or omissions to 
name or title of entity.

Include additional 
elements or designations.

Filter for preferred name 
or title of entity.

Change or omission of 
name or title (e.g., 
inverted forms for name 
of person) selected for 
authorized access point.

Elements to include 
(including other access 
points – creator of work; 
higher corporate body; 
whole work for parts).

Other access points not 
chosen as authorized.

Variant name or title (can 
use preferred name or 
title in cases).

Variants for different 
changes or omissions to 
name or title.

Variants for additional 
elements (including other 
access points).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Designations” – distinguishing characteristic elements – generally not separate elements – only part of the access point elementVariants for different changes or omissions to name or title (different ways of inverted name; sometimes truncated form of name or title used in authorized).Variants for additional elements – different creators for collaborate works (which would use “preferred title of work” not variant); recording directly with subordinate bodies, or with parts of works.
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Authorized access point for 
work.
“Agent” that is a creator of 
the work is additional 
element before the title.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Include” 1 – AAP for Agent (an element to add to 2 – value based on Preferred title of work) ; can include additional elements
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Additional elements – cases for Authorized access point for work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Table of contents - for cases for authorized access pointNote: “compilations” - aggregates
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Order of parts of name – Authorized access point 
for person

Examples of the 
“changes and 
omissions” 
instructions for a 
name or title 
used in an 
authorized 
access point.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Inverted forms of name of person. Surnames.
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Additional elements – Access point for person

Additional elements – Access point for place

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Generalized constructor instructions for additional elements – applies to both AAP and VAP.
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Comments?
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